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proved that they were as formidable in attack as
they had already shown themselves to be in
defence. The French High Command paid Haig
the compliment of sending officers from all parts of
their line to study the methods of the ist Army ;
and from Berlin there filtered through the news
that the German Emperor had stated that the
British ist Corps under Haig was the best in the
world. Most important of all, perhaps, in its
ultimate effect, the report of the success achieved
brought from England a constant succession of
Cabinet Ministers and those in authority seeking
first-hand information about the ist Army and
its commander, and giving Haig the opportunity
of bringing his influence to bear upon those who
were responsible for the conduct of affairs in
England.

His views were sought on such diverse subjects
as the advisability of sending the whole British
Army to the Dardanelles, the abandonment of the
Channel ports, the prospect of an Allied success in
Italy, a landing in Syria, and the transfer of
troops to the Baltic. It was one of the most
deeply rooted of Haig's principles never to inter-
fere with the prerogatives of others ; and, while
never concealing his own views, he was always
particular to urge that those responsible should
consult their technical advisers and rely on them.
To this he almost invariably added the much
needed injunction that firm hold be kept of first
principles, and that a plan, when once it had been
accepted, must be adhered to and pursued with